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Newspapers, TV and radio are again
beginning to warn of the possibility of spring
flooding in the Souris Valley.
My guess is that a majority of our Rotary
membership is only vaguely familiar with the
tremendous public and private effort, cost in
dollars and human emotion and the residue
of personal loss that was involved in the
spring flood of 1969.
Chester Reiten was mayor of Minot in the
years following the flood, when permanent
protection was being considered, and stated
something to the effect of “In the memory of
those people who were here during the flood
it was so vivid they will remember it. New
people coming in will forget it, but those
who were here will never forget it.” So, let’s
retell the story.
In 1969, the city had not experience a
flood sing 1929, and virtually no one in a
leadership position had been around in order
to know what to expect.
At the time, there were no flood warning
readings being transmitted from Canada.
People were generally aware of a large
snowpack to the north and west, but had no
real specific information.
On Easter weekend reports came from
Donnybrook that there was large flooding on
the Des Lacs River. I had noticed water
running across Highway 52 east of Velva on
Easter, a result of snow melt in the coulees in
the valley.
At about the same time, the Des Lacs had
joined with the Mouse River at Burlington,
and there was flooding in some low spots in
west Minot. The following day, April 7,
flood waters began to inundate sections of
southwest Minot. Sandbagging of homes
began, and some homes were evacuated.
On April 8 and April 9 more homes and
some businesses were evacuated, sandbagging continued and some dirt dikes were

built,
usually
around individual
homes. In some
cases this was to
no avail, since
sewers
began
backing up and
flooding
basements, some of
which began to
collapse.
My wife and I were building a house in
west Minot at that time which was framed in
but not completed. We turned on the water
and flooded the basement to keep the floor
from coming up, or the walls from
collapsing. Others did likewise.
Schools began to close. Perkett School
was diked, but completely surrounded by
water. On April 9, City officials ordered one
hundred more homes evacuated, as
foundations and basement walls were
collapsing.
By this time the city was awash with
trucks hauling dirt and sandbags and others
hauling goods and furnishings from homes
being evacuated. Schoolchildren chipped in
to help and rural people as well. The city was
by this time nearly exhausted.
On April 11, the Des Lacs reached its
crest and began to drop. It was announced
the crisis was over. The relief was apparent
on everyone’s face.
But the next day the Corps of Engineers
warned that 3 to 4 times more water was
coming in the Mouse than had come in the
Des Lacs.
The City officials determined that this
amount of additional water could not be
contained. The news media was brought in to
City Hall, and it was announced that much of
the City would have to be evacuated.
Cont’d on page 3
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1969 Cont’d from page 1
A control center was established in
City Hall, and on April 13 an evacuation of the entire flood plain in the
City was ordered. Power was shut off
in these areas, and people were
required to disconnect the fuse boxes
in homes.
By this time Broadway had been
closed from the north end of the
Broadway viaduct to about University
Avenue. It was decided to build a
causeway on Broadway to accommodate emergency vehicles in driving
between the north and south sides of
the soon to be divided city.
Ice dams on the Mouse northwest of
Minot slowed the rising waters in the
city, and dikes were quickly thrown up
along the river bank, around homes
and buildings, and in some cases
around entire neighborhoods.
In the area where my house was
being built a corporation was formed,
money raised among it’s inhabitants
and a contractor obtained to raise a
dike around three sides of the
neighborhood.
A railroad track protected the fourth
side. These dikes were covered with
heavy plastic held in place by
telephone poles that had started to
float in a nearby NSP depot, since it
had began to rain nearly every day.
The area had been evacuated, and
power disconnected.
So the men teamed up in pairs
which sneaked into the area each night
to patrol the dike and catch some sleep
in the top floor of one of the homes.
My wife’s parents’ home was built
on somewhat higher ground than
neighboring homes, and as a result the
basement took water, but not the first
floor. As the water was rising, however, my wife and I went into the house
to move doors and contents up to the
second floor.
When we finished our work, the
water has risen, and we were taken out
of the area in the bucket of a front end
loader by a contractor. Some homes
were left with furniture tied down and
covered up on the garage roof. Such
was life in the valley in the spring of
’69.

By April 15, 12,000 people had
been taken out of the valley. Over
15,000 people helped in the evacuation. It was a huge task, but it was
successful with private contractors,
national guardsmen, airmen from the
Base and farmers and friends
providing trucks and manpower.
Where did all the people go? They
stayed with family or friends or hotels,
were taken in by farmers in the area,
and such. Boeing was or had been
doing work in the area and made
available trailer homes.
The crest came on April 19, at 6 ½
feet over flood stage. Because of the
fact that the Mouse at that time
dropped only 6 inches per mile in
elevation, by April 21 the river had
only dropped 1/10 of a foot.
It was estimated, accurately as it
turned out, that the high water would
remain for forty days. By April 26, the
drop had been only 2 inches.
On the north side of the city, the
water had risen to the south side of
what is now University Avenue.
Ramstad School suffered $300,000
damage (1969 dollars). Many other
schools were diked and suffered lesser
damage To the east, Eastwood Park,
Roosevelt Park, the Souris Drive area,
etc. were flooded unless successfully
protected by dikes of some kind.
Arrowhead Mall, for example was
diked, but not accessible. The only
way to travel in the valley was by
boat. To get to work in downtown
Minot (no large shopping center yet) a
person living on north hill had to
travel twenty miles to get to work.
Over 60% of the homes in the
flood plain suffered first floor damage,
and many of these had hardwood
floors, virtually all of which had to be
replaced, since most hardwood floors
expanded and developed “ripples.”
By May 4, the flow over the
spillway at Lake Darling stopped, and
the gradual receding of the water
began.
Then came the cleanup, which was
perhaps even more painful to the
people than the 40 day wait for the
water to recede. Mold had invaded
basement walls and floors and had to
be scrubbed clean.

Flooring and woodwork had to be
repaired or replaced. Washers, dryers,
furnaces and the like were damaged,
some beyond repair. It took the entire
summer for most of the flooded homes
to dry out.
Some people did not repair or
rebuild, they just left. Small businesses suffered huge losses. Damage to the
city was estimated to be $30,000,000
(1969 dollars).
There was no FEMA at the time,
and about the only financial help for
small businesses at any reasonable
cost of repair was the SBA lower than
average interest rate. The homeowners
bore most of their cost of repair and
replacement.
Huge dollars were in effect “sucked
out” of Minot, perhaps to impede real
growth in Minot for the next twenty
years or so.
In 1960, Minot had a larger population than Bismarck. By 1980, the rolls
were reversed. Other factors, of
course, were an issue, but the flood
must have had a bearing.
The spring of 1969 was not at a
pleasant time for those of us living
here. However, the result could have
been worse.
As was stated at the end of a film
produced on the 20th anniversary of
the flood, “The 1969 flood will be
remembered for one thing. In the face
of common adversity people joined as
one to deal with the struggle. Even
nature and the power of the river was
not strong enough to break that.”
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