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New Judge in 2010 i merees

The Northwest Judicial District will
have a new look in 2010, as recently-
appointed District Judge Todd L. Cresap
begins his duties at the Ward County
Courthouse in Minot.

Judge Cresap’s position is one of two
new judgeships created by the North
Dakota Legislature in 2009, with the
other being in the Southeast Judicial
District, chambered in Jamestown. Long-
time Jamestown lawyer Thomas Merrick
was appointed by Governor Hoeven to
fill that slot.

These two judgeships are the first
“new” positions for the judiciary in our
state since the abolishment of the county
court system at the end of 1994 and the
statutorily-mandated reduction in judge
numbers—from 53 county and district
judges to 42 district judges—which
followed.

The North Dakota Supreme Court was
able to reach the target number of 42
judges by the end of the year 2000,
primarily by not filling positions when
sitting judges retired.

However, the number of 42 was some-
what of an arbitrary figure in the first
place and it became increasingly
apparent over the past several years that
more judicial resources were needed—at
least in certain areas of the state—for the
most effective administration of justice.

The need for more judges was
confirmed by the most recent Weighted
Caseload Study commissioned by the

North Dakota
Supreme  Court,
which  showed,

based on a com-
prehensive analy-
sis of the judicial
workload in our
state, that we were
approximately
five judges short
heading into 2009—with 40% of this
shortage (i.e. two judges) existing in the
Northwest Judicial District.

While the new Minot judgeship does
not entirely fill the void revealed by the
Weighted Caseload Study, nor does it
return us to the pre-1995 level of nine (9)
judges in the Northwest Judicial District
(we will now have seven (7) judges in
this district), the judges in this district
very much appreciate the efforts of our
local legislators, community leaders and
members of the Ward County and Upper
Missouri Bar Associations in securing
the passage of this important legislation.

With a new judge on board, it is
anticipated that we will finally be able to
build some much needed opinion-writing
time into our calendars. While a court’s
criminal docket generally receives more
media attention, it is on the civil side
where judges are often called upon to
issue detailed opinions on complex
issues.

Having another judge on the bench
will also enable us to devote more time
to “problem-solving” courts, such as the
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juvenile and adult drug courts - as handling out-of-district judicial
well as family law and mental health assignments, performing adminis-
courts which could well be trative duties and doing community
implemented in the future. outreach (i.e., guest lecturing at local
schools and universities). Finally,
and very importantly, having more in
the way of judicial resources will
help us do a better job of providing
judicial services in the non-
chambered cities of Bowbells,
Croshy, Stanley and Watford City.

Further, we should also have more
time for obtaining continuing judicial
education credits, participating in
committee work at the request of the
North Dakota Supreme Court,
serving as substitute justices on the
North Dakota Supreme Court,

Birthdays
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Linda Langmaack

Anniversaries
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Bruce & Diane Walker

December 20
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Fines

$5.00
Dave Lehner

$2.00 each
Reed Argent, Om Madhok
John MacMartin’s Table

$1.00 each
Non-Viking Fans,

Non-Veterans, who have not

baked Christmas cookies,
who have not put up Christmas
trees yet, who did not wear

Rotary pins or logowear,

Dave Lehner’s Table

TOTAL FINES:
$144.00




